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Canadi an Mlitary Headquarters,
2 Cockspur Street, S.W 1,
London, ENGLAND

The Director,

Hi storical Section,

General Staff,

Nat i onal Defence Headquarters,

O tawa, CANADA.

1. A further report is submitted. This is the fourth in the series

initiated by No. 33, and deals with the progressive growh of the Canadi an

mlitary force in Britain (chiefly as it has taken place since 1 Jan 41) and

wi th the devel opnent of the Canadi an Overseas Armny Programe, 1941.

2. No attenpt can be nmade in this report to deal with these matters in
great detail. The aimhas been to extract fromthe very consi derabl e mass of
papers relating to themon file at CMH Q a brief historical and statistical
summary, which will provide the Oficial H storian with the nost essenti al
material for a general narrative of these devel opnents, and may al so serve to

guide himin his nore detailed investigation of the routine records.

GROMH OF NUMERI CAL STRENGTH

3. Since the advance party, sent to establish Canadian Mlitary

Headquarters, LONDON, |anded fromthe "Antonia" on 13 Nov 39 (cf. my Report
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No. 5) there has been a constant and fairly steady increase in the strength of
the Canadian force in this country. Attached as Appendix "A" is a statenent
(extracted fromreturns made by CMH Q for the use of the Wr Ofice)
showi ng the total strength at intervals of approximately three nonths. The
First figures given (as of 22 Dec 39) present the situation i mediately after
the arrival of T.C. 1; the last ones (1 Aug 41) present that i mediately
following the arrival of T.C. 12. The very earliest figures, prepared at a
time when CMH Q had just been organi zed, nmay conceivably contain m nor

errors, but is doubtful whether any of greater accuracy can be found.

4. The "breakdown" of the totals given for 1 Aug 41 is as foll ows:

Oficers O her Ranks

Canadi an Mlitary Headquarters 138 595

1 Cdn Div 747 14, 821

2 Cdn Div 764 14, 748

3 Cdn Div 489 9, 268

Cor ps Troops 641 13, 080

Rei nf or cenment s 879 12, 374

Hol di ng Units (pernmanent staff)

and ot hers not included 1,435 16,173
5, 093 81, 059

1 Two brigade groups only

5. These figures include (under the | ast heading) the Canadi an Forestry
Corps, with a strength of 149 officers and 4,139 other ranks. They do not
i ncl ude the detachnment of R C E> at G BRALTAR, the strength of which is

returned separately as 9 officers and 234 ot her ranks.
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6. It will be noted fromthe above figures that the actual strength of the
Canadi an Corps on 1 Aug 41 was 2,641 officers and 51,917 other ranks. 1 Cdn
Arny Tank Brigade and 3 Cdn Div were reckoned on the strength of the Corps

fromthe tine of their arrival in the United Ki ngdom

7. Broadl y speaking, the figures down to and including those for 5 Jul 40
represent the process of conpleting 1 Cdn Div and its quota of ancillary
troops. Thence down to and including 3 Jan 41, they represent the further
process of building up and completing 2 Cdn Div, whose HQ arrived on T.C 6
(1 Aug 40), while its last two infantry battalions and certain other units
arrived on T.C.8 (25 Dec 40). More recent figures represent, basically, the
devel opnent of the Canadi an Overseas Armny Programe for 1941, which is dealt

with below. This deploynment is still in progress.

8. Attached as Appendix "B" is a list of the troop convoys whi ch have
carried troops from Canada to the United Kingdom acconpani ed by certain basic

statistics extracted fromsources at CMH Q

9. It will be noted that there is a considerabl e discrepancy between the
figures of increase in Appendix "A" and the totals of incom ng convoys in
Appendi x "B". The expl anation, of course, is that considerabl e nunbers of
Canadi an troops have arrived in the United Kingdom on ships sailing

i ndependently and not includes in convoys, while in addition certain units
arrived in the United Kingdom from I CELAND and not in convoys from Canada.
These latter units included two infantry battalions of 2 Cdn D v (THE ROYAL
REG MENT OF CANADA and LES FUSI LI ERS MONT- ROYAL) and the nachi ne-gun battalion

of 3 Cdn Div (THE CAMERON Hl GHLANDERS OF OTTAWA (M G)).

OVERSEAS ARMY PROGRAMVE, 1941
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10. The Overseas Arny Progranmme for 1941 was announced by the Rt. Hon. M.

KING in a broadcast speech on 2 Feb 41, as follows (Gazette, Montreal, 3 Feb

41):
The plan for our Active Arny for 1941 includes the despatch overseas,
successively, of the follow ng formations:
1. The bal ance of the corps troops for the Canadi an Corps of two
di vi si ons now i n Engl and;
2. An arny tank brigade for enploynent with the Canadi an Cor ps. Thi s
wi || enabl e Canadian to be represented in the United Kingdom by a
Canadi an formation which will be attached to and operate with the
Canadi an Corps, thus providing increased striking power;
3. The 3rd Canadian Division, with its conpl enent of corps troops;
4. A Canadi an arnored division.
11. This progranmre is now far advanced. The Arnmy Tank Brigade arrived in

the United Kingdomon T.C 11 (of ny Report No 48). Headquarters and two

Bri gade G oups of 3 Cdn Div arrived on T.C. 12 (of Report No. 43) and the
remai ning Brigade Group will arrive very shortly. The provision of additional
Corps Troops has gone on steadily, chiefly by the arrival of new units from
Canada but partly by the formati on of new units in this country. The Light
Anti-Aircraft regi nents which have been organi zed include one for Corps Troops
(see ny Report No 18 and Addendum); an Anti-Tank Regi ment for Corps Troops (7
Cdn A. Tk Regt) has been organi zed at CO.CHESTER and joi ned the order of
battle of Cdn Corps on 27 Aug 41; and a Heavy Anti-Aircraft Reginment (2 Cdn
Hy A A Regt) will arrive from Canada shortly. An additional Field Conmpany

has been added to Corps Troops (14 Fd Coy, R C.E., which arrived on T.C. 9),
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and 1 Road Constrm Coy, R C.E, arrived on T.C. 10 and is at present enpl oyed
in the Base Units area. T.C. 11 brought inportant nedical units: 14 Gen
Hosp. 5 CC S., and 1 Mtor Anbul ance Convoy. Provision of additional Medium

Artillery units has been del ayed by | ack of equiprent.

12. The last inportant formation to arrive under the 1941 Programe, 5 Cdn
(Armd) Div, is not expected until late in the autum.
13. In addition to the units and formati ons nmenti oned above, the Troop

Convoys arriving during 1941 have brought nineteen conpani es of the Canadi an
Forestry Corps (cf. ny Report No. 29), of which the Headquarters and one
conpany has arrived on T.C. 8 at the end of 1940. (For further details, see

Appendi x "B").

14. Apart from organized units, nost Troop Convoys bring reinforcenents in
consi derabl e nunbers. These are necessary to maintain the Holding Units at or
close to the strength which present policy requires, with a viewto replacing
the m nor but constant wastage whi ch takes place under present conditions, and
provi di ng agai nst the greater wastage which would result from active
operations. The formation in this country of new units of the technical arns

and services is a special drain under the Holding Units concerned.

NOTES ON PROCEDURE | N SEA TRANSPORT

15. A few notes, necessarily brief, are here set down in connection with the
sea transport of Canadian troops to this country.

16. Ref erence to Appendix "B" will throw sone Iight on the procedure which
has been, and is being followed. It will be noted that the great majority of

the force transported has come in Troop Convoys of noderate size (the |argest
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conveyi ng just under 11,000 Canadi an Army personnel). Nothing of the nature
of what was done in 1914 - bringing over 30,000 nen in a single lift - has
been attenpted. The ships used have, in general, been |arge fast passenger
vessel s capabl e of making a rapid passage, and convoys have rarely incl uded
nmore than six ships. For a description of the passage of one representative
convoy (T.C. 8) see ny Report No 1. 1In this case, the convoy includes two
vessel s not carrying Canadi an troops; these therefore do not figure in our
records at C.MH Q and Appendix "B" to the present report lists only the

three vessels with troops on board.

17. Naval escorts are purely on Admiralty matter and CMH Q files only

occasionally contain an incidental reference to them The War Diaries of
units travelling in convoys sonetimes nane the ships of the escort. The usua
procedure is for a battleship to serve as ocean escort, acconpanying the
convoy fromHalifax until it is close to its destination. References in the
files of the S. & T. Section, CMH Q indicate that both T.C. 7 and T.C. 8
were escorted by HMS. "Ml aya" (see ny Report No. 43). Convoys are escorted
for sone distance out of Halifax by Canadi an destroyers and are net on the
west ern edge of the submarine danger zone surrounding the British Isles by
destroyers based on British ports. As noted in ny Report No. 1, T.C 8 never
made contact with this latter escort, and having parted conpany with the
"Revenge" it passed through the whol e of the danger zone w thout visible naval

protection.

18. Ports of Disenbarkation. The vast majority of Canadian sol diers

entering this country during the present war have come through the CLYDE
gateway (of. Report No. 43). Two early convoys (T.Cs. 4 and 5) cane to
Li verpool; all others have come to the CLYDE until T.C. 12, which was divided

bet ween the dyde, LIVERPOOL and AVONMOUTH, a port at which no Canadi an troop
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convoy had hitherto di scharged (details on conposition of this convoy, Report
No. 43). Most of the ships going to the CLYDE have anchored at the TAIL OF
THE BANK and di scharged their troops in tenders at GOUROCK; but in sone cases
one or two vessels have gone up to GLASGOW and the troops have gone ashore at
KING GEORGE V. DOCK. Thus in the case of T.C. 8 the "Capetown Castle" went up

to GLASCON whil e the "Pennl and" and the "Pasteur" discharged at COUROCK: see

Report No 1.
19. An exanmpl e of the uncertainty attending the arrival of these troops
convoys is afforded by the case of T.C. 11. It was expected until the |ast

monent that two of the six ships of this convoy would go to LIVERPOOL; but in
the event all six were brought in to the CLYDE, while noreover the convoy
arrived on 30 Jun 41 instead of on 1 Jul as had been anticipated. Such
changes of plan inpose an extra burden upon the Mywvenent Control authorities,

both British and Canadi an.

20. On the circunstances referred to in para 19, see note witten for "Q'
War Diary, CMHQ, by Captain V.N. GLL, RCASC (@ (a) CMHQ).
Captain GIl is in charge of Movenent Control (Personnel) and has adopted the
customof witing a sketch of the arrival of each T.C. for the War Diary,
noting any special features of interest. These sketches should be valuable to

the Official Hi storian.

21. Moverrent Control, CMH Q, is primarily a liaison departnent, detailed
arrangenents for the novenent of Canadian forces to this country by sea and
within this country by rail being nade by the British departnents concerned.
An officer of Mwvenent Control, CMH Q, however, is present at each port
where ships of a Troop Convoy are di scharged, and conplete records are

mai nt ai ned of these and ot her novenments of personnel.
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22. Moverent Control have kindly placed at ny disposal their office files of
Troop Convoys, and have prepared a sunmary of the file on each convoy to

assi st me.

23. It is a notable fact that no troop convoy carrying Canadi an troops to
this country has suffered by eneny action; the eneny has not succeeded in
interfering with this great process of transport in the slightest degree. It
is true that 73 officers and men of the Canadian Arny lost their lives in the
sinking of the "Nerissa" (see ny Report No. 28); but this vessel was not part

of a troop convoy or indeed of a convoy of any kind.

(C. P. Stacey) Mjor,
H storical Oficer, CMHQ
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at approximately three-nonth intervals,

STRENGTH, CANADI AN ARMY | N THE

UNI TED KI NGDOM

Decenber

1939 - August

REPORT NO 45

1941.

Extracted fromweekly returns prepared for the War O fice by AG (9

CMHQ (CMHQ file,

DATE
22 Dec 39
13 Jan 40
5 Apr 40
5 Jul 40
4 Cct 40
3 Jan 41
4 Apr 41
4 Jul 41

1 Aug 41

CFFl CERS

412

686

1, 065
1, 606
2,726
3,323
3,752
4,616

5,093

22/ STRENGTH 2) .

Per sonnel

OTHER RANKS

7,445
15, 188
22,193
25,963
45, 385
55, 232
58, 467
72,446

81, 059

at G BRALTAR not

Repor t

APPENDI X " A"

i ncl uded.
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REPORT NO 45
APPENDI X " B"

CONDENSED | NFORVATI ON RELATI NG TO TROCP

CONVOYS FROM CANADA - T.C.'S 1 - 12

Note: The figures here given for the total personnel of troop convoys cannot

be taken as better than rough approximations. They are figures conpiled by
the Records office, Acton, sonewhat hastily from di senbarkation strength
returns (MFs.M 33) and certainly contain sonme errors. They are given here
as being the only conplete set available fromone source. Conparison with
totals conputed in the files of Myvenent Control, CMHQ (for T.C.'s 6 - 18
both inclusive) and with those conpiled by AG (s), CMHQ (for which
accuracy is not clained before T.C. 8) show w de di screpancies. A

consi derabl e task of conputation will have to be undertaken before a high

degree of accuracy can be clained in this matter.

It should be further noted that these totals include only Canadi an Arny

personnel. Many troop convoys transport R C. A F. and Naval personnel, as well

as Allied and United States officers and nen, and often sone civilians.
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REPORT NO 45
APPENDI X " B"

CONVOY | NO. OF DATE OF TOTAL CDN ARWY GENERAL NATURE OF
SHI PS DI SEMBARKATI ON PERSONNEL, ALL RANKS. COVPCSI TI ON
(ROUGH FI GURES ONLY)
T.C1 5 17-18 Dec 39 7,415 H Q11 Cdn Div, Two Inf
Bns, Three MG Bns, Three
Fd Bdes (Regts) etc
T.C 2 7 30-31 Dec 39 8,168 Seven Inf Bns, One A Tk
Regt, etc.
T.C. 3 4 8-9 Feb 40 7,350 Corps Tps: Two A Fd Bdes
(Regts), One Med Bde
(Regt) etc.
T.C. 4 2 22 May 40 2,431 One Fd Coy,
Rei nf or cenment s, Hol di ng
Unit personnel, etc.
T.C.5 3 20-21 Jun 40 3,684 Rei nf or cenment s, Hol di ng
unit personnel, m nor
units 2 Cdn Div, etc.
T.C. 6 7 1-2 Aug 40 8,976 HQ 2 Cdn Div, Two Inf
Bns, etc.
T.C 7 6 4-5 Sep 40 10, 359 2 Cdn Div Arty, Three Inf
Bns, etc.
T.C. 8 3 25-26 Dec 40 6, 300 Two 2 Cdn Div Inf Bns,
H Q and One Coy Forestry
Cor ps, etc.
T.C9 5 1-2 Mar 41 6, 007 Three Lt A A Btys, Five
Forestry Coys, etc.
T.C 10 2 19-20 Apr 41 3,852 One Lt A A Bty and One
A. Tk Bty, Seven Forestry
Coys, etc.
T.C 11 6 30 Jun - 2 Jul 10, 736 1 Cdn Arny Tk. Bde, Seven
41 Forestry Coys, One Gen.
Hosp, etc.
T.C. 12 5 29 Jul - 1 Aug 9,761 HQ 3 Cdn Dv, Two Inf
41 Bde Gps, etc.
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REPORT NO 45

APPENDI X " C'
SHI P CARRYI NG CANADI AN TROOPS
Troops Convoys 1 - 12
* % %
T.C 1 "Duchess of Bedford", "Monarch of Bernuda", Enpress of Britain",
"Aquitania", "Enpress of Australia".
T.C 2. "Al manzora", "Chrobry", "Batory", "Andes", "O nonde", "Reina del
Paci fico", "Orama".
T.C. 3. "Enpress of Britain", "Aquitania", "Mnarch of Bernuda", "Enpress of
Australia".
T.C. 4. "Antoni a", "Duchess of Bedford".
T.C. 5. "Duchess of Bedford", "Duchess of Atholl", "Sanaria".
T. C. 6. "Sobi eski ", "Monarch of Bernuda", "Batory", "Antonia", "Samaria",
"Enpress of Australia", "Duchess of York".
T.C. 8. "Pennl and", "Pasteur", "Capetown Castle".
T.C. 9. "Duchess of York", "Orontes", "Denpo", "Warwi ck Castle", "Johan van
A debar nevel t".
T. C. 10. "Ceorgie", "Batory".
T.C. 11. "Britannic", Indrapoera”, "Stirling Castle", "Wndsor Castle",
"ANDES", "Pasteur".
T.C. 12. "Enpress of Canada", "Strathnore", "Duchess of York", "Strathnaver",

"Orion".
The above information is extracted from Strength Returns on

Di sembarkation (MF.M 33) at Records Ofice, ACTON, and files of S, & T.
Section, CMH Q
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